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but the want of an establishment of draught bul-
locks, the want of a regular system for the speedy
collection of the carriage bullocks from the
country, the inadequate stores of grain and of
other supplies necessary for the provision of an
army in the field, the defects in the regulations
for providing camp equipage, and lastly the want
of a regularly-established train of artillery with
all its proper equipments, nearly disqualify the
army upon the coast for any speedy operation even
of a defensive nature.

" This was my opinion previous to the receipt
of jour despatch, from the perusal of which, and
of the papers accompanying' it, I am compelled to
declare that I have received the most alarming
impressions of the totally defenceless state of the
Carnatic in the present condition of your army,
as well as of the utter inefficacy of that force, for
any present purposes, even of the most limited
nature of mere defence.

" The report of your Adjutant-General states
distinctly that the army in the Carnatic, under its
present circumstances, cannot be put in motion
even for the purpose of defending that valuable
possession, under a shorter notice than six months.
A body so tardy in its operations cannot be
deemed an efficient check upon the rapid and
active movements which are supposed to form the
characteristic qualities of the adversary to whom
it is opposed.